
Małgorzata Płoszaj, 

Rybnik, Upper Silesia 



 I have worked with Jewish history in 
Poland for about 20 years (and with 
Rybnik Jewish history for 13 years) 

 Over 300 Jewish cemeteries (mostly 
neglected), synagogues, and other 
places connected with Jewish 
communities 

 Together with my daughter, we found 
lost matzevot from the destroyed 
Jewish cemetery in Rybnik 

 For years I have searched for 
descendants of Rybnik Jews, educated 
others, and have tried to commemorate 
those who were erased from the 
memory of my town (small 
monuments of the synagogue and 
Julius Haase) 



 3 tombstones from Cosel cemetery found in Rybnik 



 Rybnik – an Upper Silesian town (in South Poland); after 
the Prussian-Austrian wars, it was located in the Kingdom 
of Prussia; then it was part of Germany; since 1922 (after a 
plebiscite), it has been in the Polish part of Upper Silesia 



 First Jews here from 
around 1730 to 1740 

 The biggest population in 
the middle of the 19th 
century (15%) 

 Synagogue (1848), old 
cemetery (1814), new 
cemetery (1933) 

 Till the 1920s, only 
German Jews lived here 

 After Upper Silesian 
uprisings and the 
plebiscite – emigration of 
German Jews 

 



 1918-1922: a small population of 
Jews. Some German Jews decided 
to stay in Rybnik, which became  
a Polish town 

 From 1922, the arrival of Polish 
Jews – mostly very poor 

 Discord between West and 
Ostjuden 

 Jewish commune management – 
only German members (among 
them was Josef Manneberg) 

 Anti-Semitism directed against 
Polish Jews 

 



 Before September 1939 some 
German Jews had left Rybnik 

 Outbreak of war – the Third 
Reich (the local population 
welcoming the German army) 

 October 1939 – burning the 
synagogue 

 Spring 1940 – “liquidation” of 
the cemetery          

 1941 – the end of Rybnik Jews 
(Trzebinia and Sosnowiec 
ghettos then Auschwitz) 

 1945 – those who survived in 
camps or the Soviet Union came 
back initially, then left Poland 

For years, no-one 
spoke about Jews in 
my city 



2005  

My daughter's work: “Erased from the memory” - www.kirkuty.xip.pl/rybnik 



 13 years ago I thought there were no descendants or 
material heritage 

 Since then, I’ve found grandchildren of Rybnik rabbis and 
other Rybnik Jews, 7 gravestones, and I bought quite a few 
different documents, etc. 

 Blog : www.szufladamalgosi.pl 
 



 The Mannebergs were one of the families that left Rybnik 
in 1939. They had lived in Rybnik and its vicinity for about 
150 years. The last who lived in Rybnik were Josef and his 
family. 

 In 2012 I had an interview with a local newspaper. I was 
asked: “What is your next dream?” I answered without 
thinking: “I would love to find the Mannebergs.” 

 The same day I started to google – without success  

 Good source: Silesian Digital Library: www.sbc.org.pl  

 Official Gazette of Katowice Jewish Community  

 



 Official Gazette mainly had  
information about Katowice 
(Kattowitz), but I found an 
engagement announcement  

 

 Next, I found key names: Ernst 
Manneberg and Ilse Taterka. 

 Gravestone in Bremen - dates 

 Subsequent steps: genealogy 
pages 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 Private family tree: I found Michael 
Manneberg, son of Ernst (probably 
Josef ’s son) 

 I signed up for a free 14-day trial at 
geni.com and wrote to the manager 
of the tree and left my email 

 After few days I received an answer:  
“Yes, I am a grandson of Josef 
Manneberg from Rybnik” 

 Incredible joy   
 Few days later – email from Eliezer 

Manneberg, Josef ’s next grandson 
(he sent me the family history and 
lots of pictures) 

Josef and his 
wife Hedwig 



 Eli and I exchanged many emails regarding the  
Manneberg family 

 From Poland – advertisements from old 
newspapers, documents from archives 

 From Israel – photographs, saved documents 

 First visit to Poland – May 2013 (archives and 
places connected with the family) 

 

 Dr. Eliezer Manneberg - a former educator and  
lecturer in education at Tel-Aviv University, 
and a Superintendent of High Schools 
(regional, agricultural, and boarding schools) 
in the Israeli Ministry - was searching for 
material for a book about his family. 







 Katowice State Archives (unfriendly staff) 

 Contact with Archdiocese Archives in Katowice (barter 
exchange) 

 Old newspapers in a local museum 

 Silesian Digital Library  

 Help from many people 



 In the meantime, Eliezer 
Manneberg (grandson of the last 
Rybnik Manneberg) found on 
the Internet a distant cousin – 
Mrs. Susan Menning (Professor 
of English and Theatre & 
Performance Studies at 
Northwestern University, USA). 
Susan’s grandfather – Ismar 
Manneberg was a Bavarian 
officer - a German war hero. 
 

 Eli Manneberg, his wife Ruth, 
cousin Michael Manneberg, and 
Susan Manning, decided to meet 
in Rybnik, Upper Silesia. 



 Because the Manneberg family came 
from Wodzisław Śląski (Loslau) we 
visited the local museum and found 
many documents (Susan was 
particularly successful ) 

 Next day – we went to Oppeln, where 
Susan’s grandfather died in the 1920s  

 And to Gleiwitz, where the 
Mannebergs had also a business; one 
of Josef ’s sons lived there until 1938. 

 



 Few sentences from the book: 
“Everything started with an innocent childish promise that I made to my 
mother when I was 7 years old. I did not keep this promise till now, and 
unfortunately I will never be able to keep most of it: to buy her a large 
bottle of Chanel No. 5 perfume, to buy her a white grand piano, and to 
write a book about our family. She used to remind me about these 
promises until the day she died. The first two promises became irrelevant 
many years ago. (…) But promises must be kept; that's the way my parents 
brought me up, as they were brought up in the German-Jewish culture. 

Young Eli with his 
grandparents Josef 
and Hedwig in 
Palestine  

Sofie, Eli’s 
mother 



 The first edition in 2017 

 „The book describes important aspects of the modern 
history of German Jewry and sheds light on deep 
processes of metamorphosis in its culture. There are 
heart-wrenching family stories of life and death, of love, 
and thoughts about the meaning of human life. Plots 
take place in Silesia and in British Mandatory Palestine 
(now the State of Israel) and unfold in parallel with 
each other, but meet against all odds in a bloodstained 
world”. 



 The book can be 
purchased at the 
publisher's 
headquarters (the Ofir 
Bikurim publishing 
house), in bookstores, 
or directly from the 
author 



 Because of new discoveries, a second 
edition was published in 2018 

 It has 4 chapters and 789 pages 

 Eliezer Manneberg wrote about his family 
on both sides 

 As he wrote: Four Jewish families from 
Silesia, Latvia, Lithuania, and 
Poland/Ukraine are portrayed in short, very 
personal portraits.  



 Dr. Eliezer Manneberg also created a website for those 
readers who are interested in seeing additional photos, 
documents, and maps, which were not included in the 
book. In addition, the website contains a family album, 
family trees, and the archive material that was 
instrumental in writing the book. 

 The website has Hebrew and English versions.  



 Emmanuel from Loslau 

 Leopold was from Loslau, then Rybnik: a teacher, member of Hevra 
Kadisha of Rybnik, a merchant,  representative of Jewish community in 
Rybnik 

Emanuel (1807-1896) Leopold (1839-1910) 



 Leopold and his wife Rosalie had 2 children – Regina (1870-
193?) and Josef (1874-1952) (and one daughter, who died 
very young) 



 Regina Manneberg  (1870-1938/39?) married a merchant, Adolf 
Apt, from Ratibor.  

 

 

 They had two sons: Otto and Franz. Adolf died in Rybnik in 
1918. Regina’s fate is unknown. Both their sons emigrated to 
South America before the war.  

 Franz and his wife had a daughter Ilse (born in Rybnik in 1928). 
Franz died in 1978 in Sao Paulo (Brazil). His daughter Ilse Apt de 
Kahan died in 2000, also in Sao Paulo.  

 Otto Apt died in 1961. He is buried in Cochabamba (Bolivia).  

 I am still searching for their descendants. 

 New facts about the Apts will need a third edition of the book   



 Franz Apt – Regina’s 
son 

 

 

 

 

 Ilse Apte de Kahan – 
Regina’s 
granddaughter 



 Josef (born 1874 in Rybnik, died 1952 in Tel Aviv), a German 
Jew, who decided to stay in Rybnik after 1922 as a Polish 
citizen.  

 A veteran of the First World War, a wealthy merchant, 
representative of Jewish community until 1938, owner of 
many properties and shops (in Rybnik and Gleiwitz) 



 Josef had a shop (selling building 
materials) in Rybnik from the end 
of the 19th century.  

 Marriage with Hedwig Schwartz 
from Beuthen 

 The couple had 4 children: Rosel 
(1903), Ernst (1904), and Hans 
(1918). One died at the birth (1911). 

 The family was well-off and very 
respected in the city. 

 

Hedwig 

Rosel, Hans, and nanny 



 In the First World War Josef was drafted 
into the German army and served on the 
Belgian front (at some point he must have 
had a pass to go home, because their 
youngest son was born in 1918) 

 End of the war – Josef returned to Rybnik  

 Following the plebiscite he chose not to 
leave the family town. His son Ernst voted 
to became a German citizen and later left 
for Gleiwitz  

 Josef developed his business, then opened 
a haberdashery shop for his daughter 
Rose 

Rose’s shop 



 Born in 1904 

 In 1934 he married Ilse Taterka from Kattowitz 

 

Ernst and Ilse in 
Vienna 



 Born in 1903 

 She married Max Guttmann from Beuthen 



 Born in January 1918, raised by a Silesian nanny called 
Anna 

 Pampered child, being born late in the lives of wealthy 
parents 



Advertisement from 1921 





 In 1934, with the rise of Nazism in Germany (Rybnik was Polish, 
but the border was only 7 km away), Josef, a Zionist, decided to 
go to Palestine and look into the  possibilities of moving there. 

 He took with him his sons Ernst and young Hans, and his son-
in-law Max Guttmann. 

 The rest of the family opposed the move to Palestine and stayed 
in Poland. Josef greatly expanded his building-materials business 

(working for some time with another Jewish merchant) 

 

Rybnik's iron trade: iron, girders, building 
materials, agricultural machinery and tools, 
household and kitchen utensils, articles for mines 
and ironworks 



 In the 1930s Josef’s son Ernst and his son-in-law Max 
Guttman, as German citizens, continued to work in 
Germany (in Gleiwitz) 

 The youngest son Hans (Jan) was at a private German 
high school 

 Around 1937 Ernst and Max (during the rise of anti-
Semitism) lost their jobs in Gleiwitz and joined Josef’s 
business in Rybnik 

 In 1937-38 most of the family emigrated to Palestine. 
Only Josef, his wife, and Hans (who were all Polish 
citizens) remained in Rybnik. 





 Ernst’s residence card 
showing his departure 
to Palestine 



 Josef was a wise and farsighted person. He knew that 
Poland was too weak as a country and the border was very 
close. 

 There were anti-Semitic events (firecrackers were thrown 
under Josef's house in 1938) 

 The drums of war were starting to be heard 

 Josef ’s business had grown very large and extended beyond 
the town. He tried, unsuccessfully, to sell the business. 

 
Advertisements for 
the sale of land, 
houses, etc. 



 Josef, with the help of his friend, a Polish policeman, 
obtained the necessary documents for himself, wife 
and son Hans (passports, visas, etc.) 

 

 

 



 Hans received a draft notice from the Polish army but 
managed to go on a trip around the Mediterranean (on a 
tourist visa) in May 1939. He had to leave his Polish 
girlfriend. 

 



Be strong, courageous and patient, and you will 
reach your goal. 
Hels, April 30, 1939 

Amor omnia vincit (Love conquers all) 
Hels, Apr. 30, 1939 

Think of me. 
Hels, April 30, 1939 



 Josef finally sold most of his properties and businesses 
in spring 1939  

 The new owner of the business was a Catholic - Jan 
Sikora, who put the following advertisement in a local 
newspaper: “Rybnik's iron trade Jozef Manneberg was 
taken over from Jewish hands by a Christian company!” 

 Josef gave the flat in Krakow to their Silesian maid, 
Hans’ nanny. 



 Josef and Hedwig took all their family 
souvenirs, documents, furniture, 
silverware, and began a long journey 
to save their lives. 

 Josef was 65, Hedwig was a little 
younger. 

 Josef had problems with his eyes due 
to kidney disease. 

 They left the family town where they 
were respected and liked by almost all 
their neighbors and clients. 

Josef and Hedwig in 
Rybnik 















 Rosel Guttmann (Josef’s daughter) settled 
in Tel-Aviv in 1938. She opened a pedicure 
clinic 

 She and her bought husband didn’t have 
any children 

 Rosel died in 1983; Max died in 1966. 

 



 Ernst and Ilse settled in 
Ramatayim; later they 
moved to Germany 

 They had two sons, one of 
whom is Michael, who 
visited Rybnik together with 
Eli. 

 Ernst died in 1993. 

 Ilse died in 1998. 

 



 Hans (Yehudah) was married in 1940 - to Sofie Oko 

 They had one son – Eliezer Manneberg 

 He never talked about his memories of Rybnik. When 
he was very elderly, however, he started to talk in the 
Polish language. 

 He died in 2010; his wife died in 2009. 

 



 Josef and Hedwig settled in Tel-Aviv. They never 
learned Hebrew and they couldn’t adapt to their new 
conditions.  

 Josef died in 1952; Hedwig died in 1955. 



 Josef ’s grandson, Eliezer 
Manneberg, who had listened to 
“Opa’s” memories very carefully, 
wrote a book years later about the 
family, German Jews, and Upper 
Silesia. 

 This is the first book about Rybnik 
Jews. 

 I have helped him in his Internet 
searching, in archives, and in 
museums. I arranged some 
interviews - even meeting the 
Mayor of Rybnik. 

 We have both solved many puzzles 
but we know there is still a lot of 
work ahead of us. 
 
 



 His wisdom, intelligence, and care for the family saved 
so many members of the Manneberg family. 

 The memory of him is still present in my city, which 
shows how good a person he was. 

 I am grateful to him that he gave his grandchildren a 
love for Rybnik.  

 May his memory be a blessing. 



 Private archives of Eliezer Manneberg, and Michael 
Manneberg 

 Polish State Archives 

 Silesian Digital Library 

 Museum of Wodzisław Śląski 

 Małgorzata Płoszaj 

 Websites: manneberg-saga.com; 
forum.zapomniany.rybnik.pl; yadvashem.org 

 



 Dr. Eliezer Manneberg for his help 


