
Note of GerSIG Business Meeting at IAJGS Conference in Warsaw1.30 p.m. Tuesday 
August 7, 2018 Bialystok/Chelm Room Hilton Hotel, Warsaw 
 
Agenda 
 
1. Introductions 
2. Obermayer German Jewish History Awards Update – Karen Franklin 
3. Discussion List & Moderation Update – John Lowens 
4. A New Website for GerSIG – Alex Calzareth 
5. Data & Projects Update – Roger Lustig 
6. Volunteering to Help with New GerSIG projects – Jeanette R Rosenberg OBE 
7. News, Updates & Announcements 
8. Any Other Business 
 
1. Introductions 
 
The current GerSIG Directors were John Lowens, Roger Lustig, Alex Calzareth and 
Jeanette R Rosenberg OBE. 
 
John was unable to be with us at conference this year and had sent is best wishes for our 
meeting. 
 
GerSIG’s Invited Guest Speaker for 2018 was Malgorzata Ploszaj (known as Malgosia Ploazaj). 
Malgosia has been working on the history of Jews in Upper Silesia for over a decade, with 
particular emphasis on the city of Rybnik. She has visited over 300 Jewish cemeteries in Poland. 
In 2010, Malgorzata was awarded a diploma for the preservation of Jewish heritage by the Israeli 
Ambassador and the Jewish Historical Institute. 
 
2. Obermayer German Jewish History Awards Update 
 
Karen Franklin reported back on the ceremony that had taken place in January 2018 in Berline 
and spoke about the current round of the annual Obermayer Awards for German Jewish History. 
The focus for the awards now included students and education work. The deadline for nominations 
was September 12, 2018.  Further information can be seen on the website 
http://obermayer.us/award/  
 
3. Discussion List & Moderation Update 
 
John Lowens, GerSIG Discussion List Moderator, sent his apologies for not being able to attend 
the conference and also sent his greetings to the meeting. List subscribers were encouraged to 
post the names and places that they were researching on the list. Thoughts were welcomed about 
how the discussion list worked. Subscribers were encouraged to: post an initial message; post 
about any new resources that they find; and post about their research brick-walls. 
 
4. A New Website for GerSIG 
 
Alex Calzareth announced that the GerSIG website was changing and the new website had been 
launched that day. It was still a work in progress but the aim was to provide resources by State, 
district and by town, enabling people to drill down to information. The site map was the best way of 
navigating to specific towns. There were interactive maps. Users could provide details on other 
resources that people would find useful through a standard form. People could add links to articles 
that people had written about specific locations.  https://www.jewishgen.org/gersig/ 
  



5. Data & Projects Update 
 
Roger Lustig reported on the 3 current projects he had announced in late June on the GerSIG 
email list. The name adoption lists for the area west of the Rhine needed transcribing from the 
French originals. The Gatermann films that included the Württemberg family registers had lots of 
resources for each Jewish family. About 60% of the Gatermann films for eastern Germany were 
on-line and contained synagogue and vital records. Ideas for other projects were always 
welcomed. It was pointed out that JRI Poland was working on some Gatermann films through the 
Polish State Archives. Other data was also being acquired.  
 
6. Volunteering to Help with New GerSIG projects 
 
Roger reported that there was a crowd-sourced project for the Westphalia and Lippe Jewish 
Registers 1817-1875; the project was open to anyone able to enter data and the data tools were 
very easy to use. The Werra Department 1812 census of males had been acquired from the 
Marburg State archive by GerSIG. The Werra records cover northern Hessen and eastern 
Westphalia. 
 
Jeanette Rosenberg told the meeting that GerSIG needed a Volunteer Co-ordinator, and 
attendees were asked to think about stepping forward to undertake this role. 
 
[Just after the meeting, Renée Klish kindly volunteered for this role, and the GerSIG Directors 
eagerly said yes!  We are now working closely with Renee to help to deliver the projects we have 
already announced, and to help to bring more GerSIG data to the All Germany Database via our 
new website, on the JewishGen website.] 
 
7. News, Updates & Announcements 
 
Alex Calzareth reported that there was a useful magazine for family history at http://wiki-
de.genealogy.net/Computergenealogie.de. Genealogyindexer.org had acquired a lot of German 
city directories and they were being OCR-scanned. The Badisches Landesbibliothek had put Legal 
Gazettes and newspapers for Baden on-line. 
 
Jeanette Rosenberg announced that Peter Landé’s Databases  Collection included the 
Reichsvereinigung which was now up to letter O; the 1933 German Jews Database; 
Kindertransport Database; and German Jews: Death Certificates. The databases would all find 
their way on to the new website.  They were currently available via Steve Morse’s One Step 
Website https://stevemorse.org/  
 
The German SIG of the JGS of Great Britain quarterly meetings continued to be held. There were 
presentations; workshops to explore our research brick walls; supporting mutual genealogy 
research; answering research questions; using the genealogy and history research library at the 
convenors home. The meeting also helped members keep in touch with GerSIG activities. 
Handouts with links to new resources are published on Jeanette Rosenberg’s blog 
https://round2itgenealogy.wordpress.com/. Any GerSIG members were welcome to come to the 
meetings when in London. 
 
Jeanette Rosenberg and the Board of Directors thanked all those who had helped GerSIG, in 
particular during the previous 12 months. 
 
Donations to GerSIG were always needed, particularly to pay for Guest Speakers to conferences.  
https://www.jewishgen.org/JewishGen-erosity/v_projectslist.asp?project_cat=13 
  



8. Any Other Business 
 
The meeting was opened up to the floor. 
 
It was asked if GerSIG would be interested in German Jewish University Fraternity lists. The 
Directors said yes. 
 
It was said that there were access issues with Residenten lists but there might possibly be copies 
in various places. 
 
It was asked where the 1939 Minority Census was available. It was explained that the full physical 
copies on film were at USHMM, LDS Family History Library and Leo Baeck Institute in New York. 
GerSIG was looking at ways of making it more widely available. However, searchable databases 
without original images were on the Tracing the Past website at: 
 
https://www.census.tracingthepast.org/index.php/en/minority-census/census-database; and 
 
www.myheritage.com/research/collection-10901/german-minority-census-1939 
 
Kenkarten were available to view at YIVO in New York. Kenkarten for Heidelberg were on the Yad 
VaShem website. It was explained that some records were difficult to get put on-line due to 
permissions being withheld by data owners. This included where the new Jewish community didn’t 
have an interest in the records of previous communities. 
 
It was reported that records had been destroyed at least two archives. Desau in East Germany 
had destroyed many records in the 1970s but they still appeared in the finding aids at the archive. 
Hamburg archive had recently destroyed various records including extra data on marriages; death 
declarations that included medical information; and pre-1933 divorce files. 
 
The final issue was that a survey would be done to see which areas of Germany people were 
particularly interested in and if people could help with finding and adding records for those areas. 
 
The GerSIG Directors thanked members and son to be GerSIG members for attending the 
meeting and looked forward to meeting them again next summer at our meeting in Cleveland, 
Ohio. 
 
 
 
Notes taken by Mark Nicholls 
August 2018 


