
Małgorzata Płoszaj 

Rybnik, Upper Silesia 



March 2015 

 

 Dear Malgorzata Ploszaj, Peter Crosby suggested it would be 
ok to get in touch with you regarding our family search. I do 
hope you don’t mind. 

 

 I gather that you sometimes carry out searches for family 
documents in the area - and my father’s family lived in Upper 
Silesia until the 1930s/40s. Only my father survived the war 
(he died in 1990), and I have been trying to find out something 
about that half of my family recently. (…) Clare  



http://www.fromnumberstonames.com 
 
 

http://www.fromnumberstonames.com/


 About Clare’s father, Werner Weißenberg – a very 
intelligent and well-educated young man, who was 
imprisoned in Dachau and then released. Werner, a  
German Jew from Upper Silesia, was one of the few 
who survived the war. 



 About Clare’s great-grandparents, uncles, aunties, her 
dad’s cousins  

 Different documents 

 Letters sent to Clare’s father before the war and during 
the war. Letters full of love, concern, worry, and lots of 
small pieces of general family information. Also, letters 
sent to friends and other family members. 



 I started to learn who was who in that big family  

 One night I read some letters written by Werner’s mother 
Else. Letters sent to her friend shortly before Else and her 
mother Hermine were sent from Gleiwitz to Auschwitz.  

 Because of Else I decided to work with Clare and to do 
everything to commemorate Clare’s grandmother. I 
started to think of her almost as my granny. 

  

 





 State Archivists in Poland 

 My Facebook friends 

 My friends in Myslowitz, Gleiwitz, 
Hindenburg, Pless 

 Ordinary people, who did not refuse 
help 

 Guardian of the Jewish cemetery in 
Bytom (Beuthen) 

 People working at museums 

 Thanks to them we have found many new documents, lots of  
information, and the grave of Clare’s great-great-grandparents. 
In December 2016 I had a chance to tell the family story to an 
audience at the Upper Silesian Jews House of Remembrance in 
Gleiwitz  



 Peiskretscham 
 Pless 
 Tost 
 Myslowitz 
 Hindenburg 
 Beuthen 
 Breslau 
 Gleiwitz 
 Frankfurt am Main 
 Kitchener Camp 
 Auschwitz 
 and many others 

 
 



 Great-grandmother Hermine 
Bloch (née Kohn) born in 
Schwieben (Świbie, near 
Wielowieś/Langendorf) 
2.08.1854; killed in Auschwitz 
28.05.1942 (?) 

 

 Great-grandfather Joseph 
Bloch, born in Bielschowitz, 
innkeeper, died probably in 
1916 in Tost 



 Marriage of Hermine and 
Joseph in 1882 in Schwieben 

Addendum from 
1938 - the second 
name of Sarah 
added, by law 



 The pair had four children: 

1. Else Bloch, born 8.12.1882 in Raschau; married 
name Weissenberg – Clare’s grandmother 

2. Fedor Bloch born 22.05.1884  

3. Kurt Bloch born 1887  

4. Rosa Bloch born 1891; married name Gruschka 
 

Three of the siblings spent most of 
their lives in Upper Silesia; only 
Fedor left, for Mönchengladbach 



 The youngest of the siblings; married a widower – Jakob 
Gruschka – a merchant (born in Beuthen 1888) 

 They had one child –  Margot, born 15.06.1915 in 
Rokittnitz 

 Rosa died in Branitz near Ratibor in 1935 – we didn’t find 
anything about her at Ratibor Civil Records office 



Jakob was sent from Beuthen to 
Auschwitz (13.06.1942) 
 
Margot Kornfeld lived in 
Berlin before the war. She was 
deported together with her 
small daughter Reha to 
Theresienstadt. They survived.  
Clare saw her just once and 
never found her descendants. 
They probably live in Israel. 
 
 

Margot 



According to documents received after the war we 
may say: 

 Fedor lived in Mönchengladbach; he tried to 
emigrate to France. 

 He had one daughter, Betty. In 1939 she lived in 
France. 

 He was arrested by the Gestapo in Düsseldorf and 
sent to the Riga ghetto. He was deported together 
with 1,000 Jews from Düsseldorf (in winter 1941) 

 In spring 2018 Clare found information that his 
daughter Betty Bloch survived, and lived and 
worked in Paris and Münich after the war. She died 
in 1966. The two families never knew the other had 
survived. 



 We solved some puzzles during Clare’s visit to Poland 

 Mysłowice, 17 Pszczyńska Street (now Grunwaldzka) 
(1931-1940 ?) 

 Wife Frieda 

 Two daughters: Ruth (b. 1927), Ilse (b. 1929) 

 Using documents and unsigned photos 

 

Postcard sent to Clare’s father Werner 



 A few traces of daughters and family 

Ilse Bloch 



 Primary school No 2 



 During the War Kurt was in Chrzanów (Krenau) ghetto 

 Letter from 28.11.1942: “When after having performed strenuous work 
and eaten warm thin soup and I lie in bed resting, my thoughts are always 
with my mother and sister (…) The few potatoes we were provided with for 
the winter are already used. We can only live from day to day (…)” 



 Kurt Bloch and his family (wife and two daughters) were 
probably sent to Auschwitz, together with other Jews 
from Chrzanów ghetto.  

 Some documents, photographs, and letters are their 
testimony that they lived, loved, suffered, and were 
killed 



 Birth: 8th December 1882  

 She finished secondary school  

 She attended a higher girls’ 
school and had a secretarial post 
in Osnabrück, where she met 
Wilhelmina Hoffmeister. 
They corresponded throughout 
Else’s life. 

 Else married Leopold 
Weissenberg on 30 October 1910. 
Leopold (1881) was a son of 
Albert and Bettina from 
Peiskretscham. 



 They were married in Kottlischowitz 



 In 1910 the Weissenbergs came to Pless, where Leopold ran a 
haberdashery shop called Montag’s at number 13, on the market 
square. 

 Pless, Ring 13 

 



On 7th November  1911, Leopold and Else 
had a son, Werner – Clare’s father.  

In Pless, Else sought a nanny for her young 
son. 



 In 1914, with the outbreak of the 
First World War, Leopold was 
conscripted into the German Army. 
He was wounded twice, but 
remained in the army until the end 
of the war in 1918. 
 
 
 

 Probably, Else was struggling to 
keep going with the shop and her 
son on her own. Also, Else’s father, 
Joseph Bloch, died in 1916 (?), so 
the Weissenbergs decided to move 
from Pless to Kottlischowitz, and 
then to Tost.  

Tost – family house 



 From six to nine years of age Werner attended the local 
Catholic primary school in Tost 

 From 1921, Werner attended the Staatliches Hindenburg 
Gymnasium (the Royal Hindenburg School) 



In Katowice archives, on a visit in May 
2016, we found documents, giving 
Werner’s results for every year at school. 

Werner with school mates, 1927 



 At the beginning of the summer semester 
of 1930, Werner began to read 
mathematics and natural sciences at 
the University of Breslau. 

 
 

https://i0.wp.com/www.fromnumberstonames.com/wp-content/uploads/breslau-university-book.jpg


 After the election of the 
National Socialist party 
in Germany, in 1933, 
Leopold lost many of his 
business connections, 
and was forced to travel 
to make sales for two or 
three other companies. 

 He had difficulties 
continuing to pay for his 
son Werner to remain at 
university 

 Problems with health 
(heart)  

  

 



 Werner, after a one-year 
break part way through, 
had to finish his studies in 
1936. He was forced to 
leave university one term 
before completing his 
PhD 

 He became a mathematics 
and science teacher 



 Frankfurt am Main – teacher at  
Philanthropin Schule (Jewish 
school; until 1938 a public 
school) 

 He also gave private lessons 

 His mother Else was writing 
letters, full of a mother’s love, 
all through this time  

 

Werner with his Philanthropin students 



 Werner’s parents (together with his grandma Hermine) 
were forced to move from Tost to Gleiwitz (August 1938) 

 Leopold’s unmarried sisters moved from Peiskretscham to 
Beuthen  

 The family was now in a difficult financial situation 

During their residence in 
Gleiwitz the Weissenbergs 
offered a room for rent  

Gleiwitz residence cards 



 November pogroms -
Leopold was arrested in 
Gleiwitz (later released) 

 His son Werner, together 
with the rest of the male 
teachers from 
Philanthropin  Schule, 
was also arrested; he was 
sent to Dachau  

 Leopold was still trying to 
find a way out to the USA 
for his family – without 
success 



 Sent to Dachau on the 14th November 1938;  

 Prisoner number 24231 

 Released from Dachau - February 1939  

 Werner never talked about Dachau after the war. 
After his death, in 1990, Clare found his name on the 
list of prisoners. 



 Trying to leave Germany   

 Seeking help everywhere 

Passport picture 



 Werner obtained a 
rare place at 
Kitchener Camp on 
the English south 
coast 

“With reference to our discussion, I am 
informing you that your acceptance by the 
Transit Camp Richborough has been confirmed. 
There will be an interlude of 14 days before the 
English Consul is empowered to issue the visa. 
However, we request that you make all your 
preparations for your travel and complete all 
formalities so that you are ready to commence 
your journey as soon as you receive your visa. 
 
Reichsvertretung der Juden in Deutschland”. 



J - Jude 



 Werner left Germany via Cologne, Aachen, Ostend, and 
landed in Dover 

 Else to Werner (13 July1939): “I was pleased to hear that you are 

content with your food. I was told that English vegetables are very watery and the 
meat almost raw. Do you get fruit sometimes? Lately, I was informed that it is 
possible to send you parcels of clothes, but I will have to find out more details. I will 
send you cigarettes, because the English ones are said to be scented. (... ) we were 
discussing how lovely it would be if you could spend your holidays at home, like you 
used to. The empty school playground upsets me all the time and depresses me ... 

Kitchener Camp 



 Else - Werner’s mother used to send letters to him and to  
other people whom she could trust (W. Hoffmeister) 

 After the outbreak of war – problems with letters 

 Some of the letters were encrypted (using initials instead 
of names) 

 



 Father Leopold was now without permanent work  

 He still had problems with his heart: “I went to work this week on 
Tuesday and Wednesday and returned on Wednesday at 4pm with pain in 
my heart and thought that was the end.” 

 At the end of April 1940 he went to Switzerland (probably on 
business) and then returned home (he didn’t want to leave his wife 
and mother-in-law) 

 Leopold died at Hindenburg hospital on 18th of August 1941.  We 
found his death certificate at Zabrze (Hindenburg) Registry Office.  

 

 



 Reasons for death: heart, liver and 
emphysema; certificate of death signed 
by Dr. Drathschmidt 

 Werner was informed about his father’s 
death in 1942 in a letter written by a 
friend from Switzerland 

Gleiwitz Synagogengemeinde – card found in the 
International Tracing Service database.  
In my opinion Leopold was buried in Gleiwitz, but 
we have been unable to find the proof 



 Letters sent by Else Weissenberg to her friend Wilhelmine 
Hoffmeister – dated 17 April, and 14, 18, 22, 25 May 1942  



 Since 1941, both women (Else and her very elderly mother) had 
lived at Niederwallstr.17 (a kind of ghetto for Gleiwitz Jews) 

 Transport list and two pencil ticks. Clare wrote on her blog:  
 I don’t know, but suppose, that these marks show where two 
 elderly women have turned up as instructed by the Gestapo, have 
 had their names called out, and have been marked as present. 
 Before being loaded onto cattle trucks to a death camp. 

 



 Werner tried to find his family (Red Cross, friends, 
lawyers)  

 Her mother’s friend Fräulein Hoffmeister died 
shortly after the war, but she had saved letters sent 
to her by Else. Despite many problems, Werner 
received the letters from her family after the war, 
together with his father’s gold pocket watch. 

 

 

 





My dear ones, 
Today we got the order to present ourselves at the 
police station on Sunday. I’m certain that our 
deportation is inevitable. Therefore I am sending 
you the enclosed. It is better that you should have 
it than it end up with strangers. In case you don’t 
receive any more news from me, don’t answer, in 
case your reply falls into the wrong hands. 

On the 27th or 28th there is another 
transport departing and I expect we 
will be on that. I am just taking one 
rucksack, as my mother cannot carry 
one. It will contain clothes for 
summer and winter, no bedding, and 
necessities for 2 people. It must weigh 
no more than 20 kilos, but I wouldn’t 
be able to carry more anyway. If you 
pack more than you can carry you 
have to leave it behind and set off 
without anything. We can take 
enough bread for 2 days, sliced, and a 
flask of cold coffee. They are talking 
about taking us to Poland, but a 
Russian destination is also a 
possibility. 



Dr Clare Weissenberg, Mr. Piotr Hnatysznyn from Zabrze 
Museum, Maciej Mazur from Pyskowice, Bogusław Polak from 
Mysłowice, State Archives in Gliwice and Katowice, Museum in 
Mysłowice, Director of Primary School No. 2 in Mysłowice, 
wonderful staff from Registry Office in Zabrze, my Fb friends, 
and other people who helped us to solve many puzzles during 
our research in Poland.  
 

 Photographs, documents and letters are under copyright and 
part of the Weissenberg family archive; Polish State Archives 

 Translations from German to English – Mrs. Helga Brown BA 
Dip. Ed. Geb. Steinhardt – rescued on a Kindertransport train 


