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Jewish Genealogy Workshop
Jeanette R Rosenberg OBE

2:15pm - 3:15pm

13 November 2021

• Extensive, easy to use website

• Unique databases

• One-to-one mentoring

• Education programme

• Special Interest Groups

• Conferences in London & Manchester

• Regional  & local group meetings

• Lively e-mail discussion group & blog

• Library & resource centre in central London

• Journal – SHEMOT

• Informative quarterly newsletter

• Zoom-based events for members

• and much more ...

• Individual Membership £35  Family Membership £40

• membership@jgsgb.org.uk
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Key Facebook Groups

• JGSGB
• www.facebook.com/groups/JGSGB

• Tracing the Tribe
• www.facebook.com/groups/20364215746

• The Jewish Genealogy Portal
• www.facebook.com/groups/641559152559001
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Step by Step Ideas
1. Start with what you know then go step by step otherwise you might end 

up researching another family of the same name.
2. Not everyone who had an old testament name will turn out to be 

Jewish.
3. Family stories may be helpful, even if you don’t understand their 

significance.
4. Exhaust information in the UK before stepping back elsewhere, but you 

might not be able to find immigration records coming into the UK.
5. Sometimes you need to go sideways to be able to go backwards.
6. Consider taking a DNA Test then put your DNA into multiple sites so you 

can fish in a bigger pond. (1-2% of Jewish DNA will not be traceable and 
could be a false positive.) That said, we do have endogamy!

Your First 6 Questions?
1. Are my family Sephardi Ashkenazi or Misrachi, and what 

is the difference between them?
2. Where is the Pale of Settlement? Russia/Poland?
3. Were all the old records of eastern Europe destroyed?
4. Will I find records of families who died in the Holocaust?
5. How to read a Jewish tombstone.
6. It’s not as easy as the adverts on TV, so how do I find my 

family’s records from other countries outside the UK?



13/11/2021

4

Tracing Jewish Roots - What are the next steps?
1. Remember that Jewish family history isn’t like non-Jewish, due to geography and 

history, our families are much more likely to have moved to a different country 
with each generation. Find the place using the JewishGen Townfinder.

2. Check the JewishGen Family Finder (JGFF). Add your last names & places to JGFF.
3. If you have a document you can’t read – use JewishGen’s ViewMate.
4. Consider joining a country-specific Research Division on JewishGen or elsewhere.
5. Sign off your emails with up to 6 lines of LASTNAMES (in capitals) plus the places 

you are researching and time periods involved.
6. Collaborate with others – “landsleit”. But, don’t simply copy trees! Always 

remember to source your information as you go.

• Thank you.

• Any questions?

• PS: If you think of 
something to ask me later

• Twitter:  @ettenaeJRR
• Facebook: Jeanette R Rosenberg
• Skype: Jeanette.R. Rosenberg
• Email: 

Jeanette.R.Rosenberg@googlemail.com
• https://round2itgenealogy.wordpress.com


